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CEDS 2017 detailed eight categories: Transportation, Utilities, Land Use and
Agriculture, Tourism and the Creative Economy, Manufacturing and Defense,
Education and Workforce Development, Healthcare, and Innovation.4 Highlights of
significant projects, events or changes that have impacted the region over the past
five years are presented in Appendix F, and will be updated periodically throughout
the life of the plan.

The SECT EDD is strategically located within a day’s drive of over 30 percent of the
nation’s effective buying income, retail sales and manufacturing firms (Figure 14).
The region marks the midpoint between the major metropolises of New York and
Boston, and is within an hour of New Haven and Hartford, CT, Springfield, MA, and
Providence, RI – all significant urban centers providing additional economic and
cultural opportunities for residents and business owners of SECT.

Long Island Sound forms the southern border, ranging from the Connecticut River to
the Pawcatuck River and providing easy access to the shipping lanes of the Atlantic
Ocean. Marine resources have influenced the region’s 

economic growth and development since the 1600s. The deepwater port of New
London enticed government entities and businesses to the region during the 19th
and 20th centuries, most notably the U.S. Navy, the U.S. Coast Guard, General
Dynamics Electric Boat, and Pfizer, Inc.


